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To  The 


CHAIRMAN  and  COUNCILLORS 

OF  THE 

UNITED  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOLSTANTON. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Tenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
United  Urban  District  of  Wolstanton,  with  the  vital 
statistics  for  the  year  1913. 

The  Urban  District  of  Wolstanton  was  formed  in 
1904  from  the  old  Rural  District  of  Wolstanton,  the 

following  portions  of  the  Rural  District  being  cut 

< 

off  and  attached  to  adjoining  districts,  namely  the 
parishes  of  Newchapel,  Goldenhill,  Chell  and  Milton. 

The  District  thus  formed  is  made  up  of  the  three 
towns  of  Wolstanton,  Silverdale  and  Chesterton, 
together  with  a  considerable  area  of  open  country 
around  and  between  them. 

There  is  no  main  thoroughfare  joining  these 
towms  together,  so  that  they  are  quite  separate  and 
distinct.  The  main  roads  through  each  of  the  three 
towns  converge  and  meet  at  the  adjoining  Borough  of 
Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
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Wolstanton,  which  may  be  said  to  be  a  suburb  of 
Burslem  in  the  County  Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent, 
which  it  adjoins,  is  partly  residential  in  character, 
though  the  bulk  of  the  population  is  of  the  artisan  class. 
Of  late  years  it  has  grown  very  greatly  in  extent,  as  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  population,  and  number  of 
houses,  recently  built.  Silverdale  and  Chesterton  are 
practically  entirely  populated  by  the  artisan  class. 

Besides  the  above  the  District  contains  the  follow¬ 
ing  villages  situated  in  the  different  areas  af  follows  : — 
Cross  Heath  and  Knutton  in  the  Silverdale  District  ;  and 
the  village  of  Red  Street  in  the  Chesterton  District. 

Area.  The  area  of  the  District  is  5,421  acres, 
divided  as  follows  : 

Wolstanton  ...  2,192  acres. 

Silverdale  ...  1,822 

Chesterton  ...  1,407 

5,421  acres. 


Industries  of  the  District. 


The  following  industries  are  situated  within  the  District  : 
Wolstanton— 3  Brick  Yards. 

1  Chemical  Works. 

1  Pottery. 

1  Brass  Foundry. 

Silverdale — 2  Ironstone  Mines. 

1  Ironworks  (Knutton) 

2  Brickyards. 

1  Cotton  Factory  (Cross  Heath) 
1  Bone  Works. 

Chesterton  — 3  Ironstone  Mines. 

4  Coal  Mines. 

5  Brickyards. 

3  Blast  Furnaces  (Apedale) 


p 

In  Silverdale  and  Chesterton  the  male  population 
is  largely  engaged  in  the  local  industries.  A  good  many 
especially  in  Silverdale,  are  working  in  coal  mines  out¬ 
side  the  District.  In  Wolstanton  a  large  number  work 
in  the  potteries  of  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  and  in  mines  and  ironworks  outside  the  District. 

Female  labour  is  employed  from  all  parts  of  the 
District  at  the  Enderley  Mills  in  Newcastle  fa  Govern¬ 
ment  clothing  factory  .  A  large  number  from  Wolstan¬ 
ton  work  in  the  Potteries,  and  a  very  few  in  the  Brick 
works.  The  Cotton  Factory  at  Cross  Heath  employs 
females  from  Cross  Heath,  Silverdale  and  Chesterton. 
Several  others  work  in  the  Brickyards  in  Chesterton, 
and  in  Silverdale  in  addition  to  those  working  at  the 
Enderley  Mills,  others  are  employed  at  Fustian  works, 
of  which  there  are  three  in  Newcastle,  and  one  in  the 
parish  of  Keele,  just  outside  the  boundary  of  Silverdale. 


Population.  The  following  table  gives  the 
population  of  the  District  for  the  census  of  1891,  1901 
and  19 1 1  respectively  : 


Census 

1891 

1901 

1911 

WOLSTANTON  .. 

6473 

8284 

12396 

SILVERDALE  . . 

7210 

7820 

7800 

CHESTERTON  .. 

6314 

6541 

7145 

Total 

19997 

22645 

27341 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
population  of  Wolstanton  is  increasing  very  rapidly, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  influx  of  people  from  the  adjoining 
Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent.  The  population  of  Ches¬ 
terton  is  increasing  in  a  more  or  less  normal  proportion, 
while  that  of  Silverdale  shows  a  slight  decrease  during 
the  years  1901-1911,  accounted  for  through  Silverdale 
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having  undergone  a  general  decline  of  trade,  owing  to 
the  Silverdale  Company’s  ironworks  having  been  given 
up  and  demolished  about  ten  years  ago,  and  also,  partly 
on  account  of  this,  less  work  having  been  done  in  the 
collieries. 

The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1913 

was  : 

WOLSTANTON  ...  I3>424 

Silverdale  ...  7/796 

Chesterton  ...  7>295 

28,515 

The  statistics  in  this  Report  are  based  upon  that 
estimate. 

Number  of  Houses.  The  number  of  inhab¬ 
ited  houses  in  the  District,  to  the  middle  of  1913,  was 
6167. 

Number  of  persons  per  house— 4.6. 

These  are  divided  as  follows  : 

Wolstanton  2955.  No.  of  persons  per  house  4.5 
Silverdale  1756.  ,,  ,,  „  4-4 

Chesterton  1456.  ,,  ,,  »  5-01 

29  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year, 
distributed  as  follows  : 

Wolstanton  ...  25 

Silverdale  ...  o 

Chesterton  ...  4 

29 

During  the  past  six  years  T908- 1913  the  number 
of  new  houses  erected  in  the  District  is  as  follows  :  — 

Wolstanton  ...  267 

Silverdale  ...  26 

Chesterton  ...  39 

332 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  Wolstanton 
is  increasing  very  much  more  rapidly  than  the  other 
portions  of  the  District. 

The  construction  of  new  houses  is  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Surveyor,  while  the  Sanitarv 
Inspector  exercises  special  supervision  over  the  drains. 


Housing*  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1911. 


In  Wolstanton,  the  houses  are  largely  of  recent 
date,  and  these  for  the  most  part  may  be  said  to  be  in 
good  condition.  In  the  older  parts  of  the  town  however, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Church,  at  May  Bank 
close  by  on  the  other  side  of  the  Marsh,  and  at  Long- 
bridge  Hayes,  a  large  number  of  the  houses  are  in  a 
dirty  and  dilapidated  condition,  and  a  very  great  deal 
of  work  requires  to  be  done  to  put  them  into  a 
satisfactory  state. 

In  Silverdale  and  Chesterton  which  are  occupied 
almost  exclusively  by  the  artisan  class,  the  same 
conditions  prevail  as  in  the  older  parts  of  Wolstanton, 
so  that  it  is  very  evident  that  the  work  to  be  done  in 
the  District  under  this  Act  is  of  a  very  extensive  nature. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr  Wm.  Simcock,  has  been 
appointed  Inspector  under  this  Act,  and  I  myself  visit 
all  houses  where  defects  are  found,  and  notices  have  to 
be  served. 

As  will  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the  portion  of  this 
Report  devoted  to  the  sanitary  work  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  his  time 
very  fully  occupied.  An  assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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W.  Bentley,  was  appointed  solely  to  supervise  the  work 
of  refuse  removal,  with  occasional  disinfection  of 
houses,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  himself  has  also  to 
devote  a  considerable  amount  of  time  to  this  supervisory 
work,  so  that  his  time  available  for  the  inspection  of 
houses  is  of  necessity  limited. 


Statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910.  In  regard  to 
the  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  under  section  17(1) 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  1909. 


Number  of  dwelling  bouses  inspected  under, 
and  for  the  purposes  of  the  section 

270 

Number  of  such  dwelling  houses  which  were 
considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health,  so  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

39 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  representations  were  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  the 
making  of  closing  orders 

39 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  closing  orders  were  made  by  the 
Local  Authority 

39 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in 
which  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  closing  orders  . 

None,  reported 
this  year. 
(124,  reported 
last  year) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  which  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders,  were  made  fit 
for  human  habitation  ... 

None,  reported 
this  year. 

(6  back  to  back 
houses  reported 
last  year) 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to 
exist  in  the  dwelling  houses  inspected 

See  table 
below 
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DEFECTS 

No.  of 
houses 

Percentage 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings 

77 

28.5 

Dirty  tenants 

9 

3.3 

Damp  walls 

19 

7.03 

Eaves  spouting  absent  or  defective 

47 

17.4 

Broken  yard  channelling  and  bad  paving 

58 

21.4 

Floors,  internal  walls  and  ceilings  in  disrepair 

92 

34.07 

No  through  ventilation 

21 

7.7 

Back  to  back  houses 

8 

2.9 

Insufficient  water  supply 

• 

32 

11.8 

Houses  without  slop-stones 

62 

22.9 

Houses  without  coal-houses 

59 

21.8 

Defective  roof 

28 

10.3 

Insufficient  drainage 

30 

11.1 

One  or  more  bedrooms  without  firegrates . . 

86 

32.9 

One  or  more  windows  which  will  not  open 

120 

44.4 

These  defects  are  additional  to 

the  39 

houses 

reported  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  houses  inspected  during  the  year  have  been 
among  the  worst  portions  of  the  District,  and  are  as 
follows  : 

Wolstanton — Victoria  Street, 

Bristol  Street, 

Hall  Street. 

Silverdale — The  Rookery, 

Victoria  Street, 

Bridge  Street, 

High  Street, 
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Abbey  Street, 

Vale  Pleasant, 

i  house  each  in  Earl  Street,  Crown  Street 
and  Back  Lane. 

Chesterton — Mear’s  Yard. 

Liverpool  Road,  Crackley, 

Gibson’s  Row,  Audley  Road, 

Back  Sandford  Street, 
i  house  in  Castle  Street. 

Among  these  270  houses,  only  18  were  found  satis¬ 
factory. 

Work  done  duping’  the  year.  Most  of  the 
work  of  this  year  has  been  among  the  houses  mentioned 
in  last  year’s  report. 

In  Wolstanton  4  houses  in  Bostock  Square  and  2  on 
the  Marsh  have  been  demolished. 

In  Silverdale,  10  old  insanitary  houses  in  Crown 
Street  have  been  demolished. 

Demolition  orders  have  also  been  served  on  the 
owners  of  13  houses  in  Morris’s  Square,  and  5  houses  in 
Church  Lane,  Wolstanton  ;  and  4  back  to  back  houses 
in  Vale  Pleasant,  Silverdale. 

22  of  these  have  been  void  for  a  considerable  time. 

124  other  houses  (fro  n  last  year’s  report)  have  been 
put  m  good  repair  and  made  habitable  during  the  year. 
Also  the  6  back  to  back  houses  in  Cross  Street,  Silver- 
dale,  have  been  made  into  3  houses,  and  put  into  a  good 
sanitary  condition. 

Of  the  houses  inspected  this  year  39  have  been 
reported  as  totally  unfit  for  habitation,  and  closing 
orders  have  been  served  on  the  owners  or  agents. 
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31  of  these  houses  had  no  through  ventilation. 

As  regards  overcrowding,  there  is  need  for  more 
houses  in  all  parts  of  the  District,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
enforce  regulations  with  regard  to  overcrowding,  as 
there  are  no  houses  for  people  to  go  into  if  they  are 
turned  out.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
in  the  District  is  not  excessive,  taken  as  a  whole,  but 
naturally  the  population  is  not  equally  distributed 
among  the  houses. 

5  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  found  during  the 
year,  of  which  2  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 


SCHOOLS. 


A  separate  report  is  issued  upon  the  medical 
inspection  of  school  children,  etc.,  so  that  only  a  few 
particulars  will  be  mentioned  here. 

There  are  now  12  Schools  in  the  District,  a  new  one, 
the  Watlands  School  (for  Infants  and  Standard  1), 
having  been  opened  in  Wolstanton  during  the  year. 
7  of  these  Schools  have  separate  Infant  Departments, 
making  a  total  of  19  Schools. 

The  work  of  medical  inspection  of  school  children 
is  carried  out  by  Dr.  Daly,  of  Silverdale,  in  the  Silver- 
dale  and  Chesterton  Schools,  while  I  myself  examine 
the  children  in  Wolstanton,  and  compile  the  annual 
report  for  the  whole  district. 

Nurse  Charlotte  Herod  was  appointed  School  Nurse 
for  the  whole  district,  at  the  end  of  last  year. 
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Closure  of  Schools. 

The  only  School  closed  during  the  year  was  the 
infant  department  of  the  Knutton  Schools,  which  was 
closed  from  November  26th  until  after  the  Christmas 
holidays  on  account  of  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough 
and  Chicken-pox. 

Sanitary  work  done  during  the  year. 

Seven  new  water-closets  have  been  erected  at  the 
Knutton  Schools,  and  4  at  the  Red  Street  School, 
Chesterton,  in  place  of  the  old  privy  cesspools  All  the 
schools  in  the  District  are  now  supplied  with  water- 
closets. 

Ash-bins  have  been  provided  during  the  year  at  the 
following  Schools  : 

Cross  Heath  School, 

Council  School,  Silverdale" 

May  Bank  School  and  Ellison  Street  School, 

Wolstanton. 

All  of  the  other  schools  in  the  District  still  have 
closed  ash-pits,  with  the  exception  of  two,  in  which  the 
ash-pits  are  open,  viz.,  Silverdale  National  School,  and 
Broadmeadows  School,  Chesterton.  In  the  latter,  the 
ash-pit  is  outside  the  school-yard. 


BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
District  during  the  year  was  800,  including  419  boys, 
and  381  girls,  equal  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  28.05  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  of  the  District. 

These  births  are  distributed  as  follows  : 
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Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Buys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

176 

167 

117 

105 

126 

109 

Total  343 

Total  222 

Total  235 

26  of  these  births  were'  illegitimate,  including  14 
boys  and  12  girls  Last  year  there  were  28,  and  during 
the  two  preceding  years  39  and  41  respectively. 


The  following  table  gives  the  birth-rates  for  each 
year,  since  the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  : 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Whole  District 

1904 

31.5 

34.2 

38.9 

34.4 

1905 

30.7 

34.03 

35.06 

03 

CD 

19C6 

33.4 

27.8 

32.9 

31.5 

1907 

29.5 

26.5 

31.8 

29.2 

1908 

30.8 

26.5 

32.4 

29.9 

1909 

26.008 

25.5 

32.4 

27.5 

1910 

27.7 

26.4 

25.16 

26.6 

1911 

27.5 

30.5 

35.2 

30.3 

1912 

26.8 

31.16 

30,6 

29.003 

1913 

25.5 

28.4 

32.2 

28.05 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  birth¬ 
rate  for  the  whole  District  is  slightly  less  than  last  year, 
and  has  undergone  a  decline  of  over  6  per  thousand 
during  the  last  ten  years. 

Taking  the  three  portions  of  the  District  separately, 
the  birth  rate  of  Wolstanton  is  1.3  less  than  last  year  : 
that  of  Silverdale  is  2.7  less  ;  while  that  of  Chesterton 
is  1.6  more  than  last  year. 
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Month 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Whole 
District  j 

1 

Rate 

per 

1000 

P 

O 

-4-> 

CO 

r—H 

0 

£ 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Whole 

District 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

January 

51 

21.4 

14 

20 

17 

43 

18.08 

18 

14 

11 

February 

55 

28.04 

31 

11 

13 

39 

16.3 

16 

13 

10 

March 

57 

23.9 

26 

18 

13 

34 

14.3 

18 

7 

9 

April 

67 

28.08 

21 

23 

23 

33 

13.8 

9 

13 

11 

May 

76 

31.9 

33 

21 

22 

34 

14.3 

14 

12 

8 

June 

88 

37. C  3 

42 

27 

19 

35 

14.7 

10 

13 

12 

July 

59 

24.8 

26 

9 

24 

23 

9.6 

14 

1 

8 

August 

78 

32.7 

35 

19 

24 

26 

10.9 

9 

10 

7 

September 

70 

29  4 

27 

18 

25 

38 

15.9 

13 

8 

17 

October 

67 

28.1 

28 

23 

16 

20 

8.4 

11 

2 

7 

November 

61 

25.6 

26 

13 

22 

27 

11.3 

9 

8 

10 

December 

71 

29. 8 

34 

20 

17 

53 

22.5 

18 

20 

15 

Total 

800 

28  05 

343 

222 

235 

405 

14.2 

159 

121 

125 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the 
District  during  the  year  was  377.  (Males  201,  Females 
176).  This  gives  an  annual  death-rate  of  13.2  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  of  the  District. 

In  addition  there  were  42  deaths  of  “residents’ 
occuring  outside  the  District,  divided  as  follows  : 
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North  Staffordshire  Infirmary  ...  13 

Chell  Union  Infirmary  ...  ...  ig 

Cheddleton  Asylum  ...  ...  ^ 

Various  other  places  ...  ...  6 

42 


14  deaths  (Males  11,  Females  3)  were  registered  in 
the  District  during  the  year,  of  “non-residents”  living 
outside  the  District. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  thus  becomes  405, 
(Males  216,  Females  189),  giving  an  annual  death-rate 
of  14.09  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  of  the 
District. 

The  following  table  gives  the  death-rates  for  each 
year  since  the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  :  — 


Year 

Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

1904 

13.7 

13.2 

23.6 

1905 

13.8 

15.3 

16.1 

1906 

11.3 

10.4 

13,6 

1907 

15.3 

11.9 

12.6 

1908 

12.9 

12.7 

10.9 

1909 

11.9 

12.3 

10.7 

1910 

12.03 

9.1 

13.2 

1911 

13.15 

15.6 

19.03 

1912 

12.07 

14.1 

12.8 

1913 

11,8 

15.5 

17.1 

Whole  District 


16.2 

14.9 

11.7 

13.5 

12.3 
11.7 

11.3 

15.3 
13.2 

14.09 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  table,  that  only  three  times 
during  the  last  ten  years,  has  the  death-rate  been  higher 
than  this  year. 


Compared  with  last  year,  the  death-rate  for  the 
whole  District  is  0.8  higher.  That  of  Wolstanton  is  0.2 
lower,  while  that  of  Silverdale  is  1.4  higher,  and  that  of 
Chesterton  4.3  higher  than  last  year. 
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DEATHS  NOT  CERTIFIED  BY  A  MEDICAL 

PRACTITIONER. 


Inquests  were  held  during  the  year  on  15  persons 
(Males  10,  Females  5)  and  the  following  verdicts  were 
given  : — 


Natural  Causes 

A  ccidents 

Suicides 

WOLSTANTON 

Valvular  disease 
of  heart 

Fatty  degener¬ 
ation  of  heart 

Coal  gas 
poisoning 

Hanging 

SILVERDALE 

Apoplexy 

Fatty  degener¬ 
ation  of  heart 

Fatty  degener¬ 
ation  of  heart 

Convulsions 

Inflammation  of 
Lungs 

Apoplexy 

Scalds 

CHESTERTON 

Dislocation  of  neck, 
from 

fall  of  roof  of  pit. 

Concussion  of  brain 
from  fall  downstairs 

Accid’tal  sufiocat’n 

Accid’tal  suffocat’n 

Besides  the  above,  5  Inquests  were  held  at  the  North 
Staffordshire  Infirmary,  and  3  in  other  places,  on  persons 
from  this  District.  All  were  males,  and  the  verdicts 
were — 2  from  Natural  Causes,  4  from  Accidents,  and  2 
Suicides. 
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Inquests  were  held  in  this  District  on  7  persons  who 
lived  outside  the  District,  2  of  the  deaths  being  from 
Natural  Causes,  and  the  remainder  from  Accidents.  All 
of  these  were  males. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

There  were  9  uncertificated  deaths,  on  which  no 


Inquests  were  held 

(Males  5,  Females  4). 

age 

WO  L  STANTON. 

Apoplectic  Fit 

l 

•  •  • 

41 

Heart  Failure 

•  »  • 

37 

Apoplexy 

«  •  • 

36 

Premature  Birth 

.  .  . 

4  hours 

SlLVERDALE 

Nervous  Debility 

•  •  • 

44 

Chesterton 

Gastric  Catarrh 

48 

Convulsions 

•  •  • 

3  mo. 

The  total  number  of  uncertified  deaths  was  there¬ 
fore  32  out  of  the  405  in  the  District,  equal  to 

Inquests  ...  5.6  per  cent. 

Uncertificated  deaths  2.2  ,, 

For  last  year  the  figures  were  :  — 

Inquests  ...  4.8  per  cent. 

Uncertificated  deaths  2.9  „ 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents' 

whether  occurring  within  or 
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All  Causes 

Certified 

373 

111 

17 

20 

21 

12 

38 

65 

89 

14 

'  Uncertified  . . 

32 

7 

1 

2 

8 

10 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Small-pox 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Measles 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

7 

2 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

10 

1 

2 

7 

11 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 1 

23 

12 

culosis) 

••  1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

7 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  diseases 
Rheumatic  Fever 

25 

5 

16 

4 

Meningitis 

.  •  •  • 

9 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

34 

1 

3 

8 

10 

12 

Bronchitis 

•  •  •  • 

41 

13 

3 

1 

9 

15 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respira-  [ 

25 

13 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

tory  organs  . .  J 

7 

13 

1 

2 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

19 

3 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

3 

2 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 

•  •  .  . 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and 

Bright’s  disease 

8 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  of  Pregnancy 

2 

and  Parturition 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

49 

48 

1 

Violent  Deaths 

10 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Suicides 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

61 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

22 

17 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown1 

1 

50 

14 

1 

2 

33 

Total  . .  .  [405 

1 

118 

18 

22 

21 

12 

46 

75 

93 

Sub-Entries, 

included  above. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  j 

2 

2 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  in 
1913,  under  1  year  of  age  was  114. 

In  addition  there  were  4  deaths  under  1  year  from 
this  District  in  other  places,  as  follows  :  — 

North  Staffordshire  Infirmary  ...  2 

Chell  Union  Infirmary  ...  1 

Burslem  ...  ...  1 

4 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  therefore  118  (Boys 
76,  Girls  82),  equal  to  a  mortality  of  147  per  thousand 
registered  births.  These  deaths  were  distributed  fairly 
evenly  throughout  the  District,  there  being  45  in 
Wolstanton,  37  in  Silverdale,  and  36  in  Chesterton. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality 
in  the  Urban  District  since  its  formation  in  1904  :  — 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Whole  District 

Year 

No  of 
D’ths 

I  Rate 

No  of 
D’ths 

Rate 

No  of 
D’ths 

Rate 

No  of 
D’ths 

Rate 

1904 

33 

103 

29 

105 

47 

138 

109 

126 

1905 

43 

133 

41 

145 

33 

150 

117 

136 

1906 

35 

96 

27 

112 

33 

135 

95 

112 

1907 

36 

107 

27 

113 

42 

172 

105 

128 

1908 

41 

111 

29 

117 

39 

151 

109 

126 

1909 

37 

117 

31 

127 

25 

94 

93 

113 

1910 

40 

115 

22 

84 

32 

150 

94 

114 

1911 

46 

135 

41 

168 

43 

170 

130 

156 

1912 

41 

118 

20 

82 

20 

90 

81 

100 

1913 

45 

131 

37 

166 

36 

153 

118 

147 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Infantile  death-rate  is 
the  highest  recorded  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
(1911).  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  should  be  the  case 
during  the  first  year  of  the  working  of  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Health  Visitor, 
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but  of  necessity  this  measure  will  take  at  least  two  or 
three  years  of  working  before  the  beneficial  results 
anticipated  are  attained. 

The  principal  feature  of  this  year’s  Infantile 
Mortality  is  the  large  number  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia,  of  which  there  were  no  less  than  n  in 
December,  and  the  large  number  of  Premature  Births, 
which  included  one  lot  of  triplets,  and  three  of  twins. 
The  majority  of  these  cases  of  Premature  Birth  have  no 
chance  of  surviving  under  any  circumstances,  and  die 
within  a  day  or  two  at  most,  but  all  contribute  to  swell 
the  Infantile  death-rate.  They  are  moreover  m  my 
experience  by  no  means  confined  to  the  poorest  portion 
of  the  population. 

Among  these  children  45  were  breast  fed,  49  were 
hand  fed,  4  were  both  breast  and  hand  fed,  and  20, 
dying  within  3  days  of  birth  were  too  young  to  have 
either  system  established.  The  following  table  gives 
these  facts  in  detail  for  the  different  diseases 


Breast 

fed 

Mixed 

Hand 

fed 

Too 

young 

Total 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

16 

2 

8 

— 

26 

Diarrhoee  and  Enteritis 

3 

— 

10 

— 

13 

Atrophy,  Debility  aud 
Marasmus 

5 

— 

14 

4 

23 

Premature  Birth 

2 

1 

3 

13 

19 

Convulsions 

9 

— 

5 

— 

14 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

— 

2 

2 

6 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

All  other  causes 

8 

1 

4 

1 

14 

Total  . . 

45 

1 

4 

49 

20 

118 

\ 
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From  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  deaths 
from  Diarrhoea,  and  from  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras¬ 
mus,  are  about  three  times  more  frequent  among  hand 
fed  children  than  among  breast  fed  children.  It  will 
also  be  noted  that  all  the  deaths  from  Tuberculous 
Diseases  are  among  hand  fed  children. 

6  of  the  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children. 

In  only  4  instances  were  the  mothers  engaged  in 
industrial  work. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i  year  of 

age  during  the  year  1913. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3  6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

All  )  Certified . 

28 

7 

6 

2 

43 

27 

17 

19 

5 

111 

Causes)  Uncertified 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

Convulsions  . . 

3 

2 

5 

5 

3 

1 

14 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

4 

i 

6 

1 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

5 

4 

2 

13 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

9 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Suffocation,  overlying.. 

1 

1 

2 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Premature  Birth 

13 

3 

3 

19 

19 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 

11 

1 

12 

6 

2 

3 

23 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

1 

3 

SO 

7 

6 

2 

45 

29 

19 

19 

1 

6 

118 

Nett  Births  in  the  year— legitimate  774  ;  illegitimate  26. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of —legitimate  infants  112  :  illegitimate  6. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913 

and  previous  Years. 


Year 

Population 
estimated  to 

Middle  of  each 

Year 

Births 

g  H 

G  “ 
3  3 

Eh  H 

'V 

EH  ^ 

IN  THE 

District 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  District 

Uncorrected  No. 

Nett 

Uuder  1  yr. 

[At  all  Ages 

i  -i  ~i 

Number 

Bate 

Non-residents 

registered  in  I 

Residents  noi 

resist’d  in  Dis 

Number 

o  5 

Stj 

<D  U 

I& 

1 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

1908 

28855 

863 

29.9 

330 

11.4 

0 

26 

109 

126 

356 

12.3 

1909 

29825 

823 

27.5 

332 

10.7 

5 

33 

93 

113 

350 

11.7 

1910 

30795 

820 

26.6 

325 

10.5 

5 

31 

94 

114 

351 

11.3 

1911 

27341 

831 

30.3 

379 

13.8 

8 

50 

130 

156 

421 

15.3 

(1 census ) 

1912 

27928 

810 

29.003 

330 

11.5 

8 

47 

81 

100 

369 

13.2 

1913 

28515 

800 

28.05 

377 

13.2 

14 

42 

118 

147 

405 

14.09 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 


This  Act  was  adopted  by  the  Council  on  December 
ist  of  last  year,  so  that  this  is  the  first  year  of  the  full 
working  of  the  Act. 

By  this  Act,  a  notice  in  writing  is  required  to  be 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  District,  by 
the  father  of  the  child,  or  any  person  in  attendance  upon 
the  mother,  at  the  time  of,  or  within  six  hours  after  the 
birth.  Prepaid  post  cards  are  provided,  and  such  notice 
must  be  sent  within  36  hours  after  birth.  Any  person 
who  fails  in  giving  notice  of  a  birth  in  accordance  with 
this  Act,  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings. 
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No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year 
in  the  working  of  the  Act.  The  few  failures  to  notify 
have  been  from  doctors  from  outside  the  District,  or 
from  a  locum  tenens  to  doctors  in  the  District,  being 
unaware  of  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

There  were  851  births,  among  836  mothers,  in  the 
District  during  the  year,  (Boys  446,  Girls  405)  of  which 
22  were  not  notified.  22  were  illegitimate.  This 
number  naturally  does  not  correspond  with  the  number 
of  births  registered  during  the  year. 

These  cases,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  which  a 
certificated  monthly  nurse  is  in  attendance,  are  visited 
by  the  Health  Visitor  within  a  fortnight  [and  usually 
within  ten  days]  after  birth.  Further  visits  are  paid 
when  the  child  is  3  months  old,  and  again  at  9  months 
old. 

Pamphlets,  containing  instructions  as  to  the  care  of 
infants  are  left  at  each  house. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

Nurse  Charlotte  Herod  was  appointed  combined 
Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  in  December,  1912,  so 
that  this  is  her  first  full  year's  work.  The  duties  of  the 
Health  Visitor  are  To  act  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  subject  to  his 
instructions,  to  carry  out  the  following  duties. 

1.  To  visit  houses  in  which  births  have  recently 
occurred  :  to  offer  advice  concerning  the  feeding  and 
care  of  Infants  :  to  make  notes  concerning  the  condition 
of  the  Infants  and  their  surroundings  :  to  repeat  these 
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visits  at  intervals  where  necessary. 

2.  To  make  inquiry  concerning  still-births  and  all 
deaths  of  infants,  and  in  special  cases  concerning 
deaths  of  older  children. 

3.  To  make  inquiry  concerning  the  influence  of 
various  employments  upon  child  bearing  women. 

4.  To  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  where  diseases 
are  prevalent  among  infants  and  young  children.  This 
refers  especially  to  epidemic  diarrhoea,  and  epidemics 
of  measles,  whooping  cough,  etc. 

5.  To  assist  in  visiting  cases  of  Phthisis  and  other 
tuberculous  diseases. 

6.  To  visit  workshops  such  as  dressmakers  and 
milliners. 

7.  To  keep  records  of  her  work  in  books  provided 
for  the  purpose,  and  assist  in  the  preparation  of  reports. 


HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  births  were  notified  from  836 
houses,  and  of  these  I  have  visited  813.  In  addition  to 
the  primary  visits,  I  have  made  776  return  visits,  320  in 
Wolstanton,  242  in  Chesterton,  and  214  in  Silverdale.  in 
order  to  note  the  progress  of  the  babies,  and  where 
necessary  to  give  further  advice  and  practical  help. 

Among  these  births  there  were  13  cases  of  twins  and 
1  case  of  triplets,  making  a  total  number  of  851  babies. 


26 


Of  these,  50  were  still-born,  and  20  died  before  any 
regular  method  of  feeding  was  adopted.  Of  the  remain¬ 
der  544  were  entirely  breast-fed,  113  entirely  bottle  fed, 
and  124  partly  breast  and  partly  bottle  fed. 

The  mothers  of  15  babies  returned  to  their  work  at 
the  end  of  the  first  or  second  month,  giving  their  babies 
out  to  nurses.  A  few  of  these  are  elderly  women  with 
old-fashioned  prejudices,  and  are  difficult  to  influence. 

The  hygienic  tubeless  bottle  largely  predominates, 
very  few  of  the  mothers  now  using  the  old  fashioned 
bottles  with  long  tubes.  Of  the  237  bottle  fed  babies, 
199  have  used  the  tubeless  bottle. 

I  have  paid  visits  to  114  houses  in  which  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  year  have  occurred.  3  of  these  were 
born  outside  the  District,  and  24  wrere  born  during  the 
past  year,  before  I  commenced  my  duties  as  health- 
visitor. 

Among  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  I  have 
paid  207  visits,  of  which  92  w'ere  in  Wolstanton,  43  in 
Silverdale,  and  7 2  in  Chesterton.  All  of  these  cases  are 
under  medical  supervision. 

I  have  also  paid  30  visits  to  Dressmakers  and 
Milliners’  workshops.  Of  these  7  have  given  up  wmrk 
or  left  the  district.  4  new  ones  have  been  added  to  the 
Register  during  the  year.  No  defects  were  found. 

The  total  number  of  home  visits  which  I  have  paid 
during  the  year  as  Health  Visitor  is  1940. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


C.  A.  HEROD. 
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ZYMOTIC  DEATH  =  RATE. 

There  were  39  deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
Epidemic  Diseases,  giving  a  rate  of  1.36  per  thousand. 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

1 

1 

Chesterton 

TOTAL 

Rate  per  1,000 

Small-pox  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Measles 

— 

— 

1 

1 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

6 

10 

0.35 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

3 

7 

0.24 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

2 

0.07 

Diarhoea 

7 

3 

9 

19 

0.66 

13 

6 

20 

39 

1.36 

For  last  year  the  Zymotic  death-rate  was  0.93. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT,  1889. 

hi  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year, 


including  the  following  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  53 

Diphtheria  ...  44 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  9 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 


hi 
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As  usual,  Scarlet  Fever  accounts  for  the  largest 
number  of  cases.  The  total  number  of  cases  however  is 
smaller  than  any  other  year  since  the  formation  of  the 
Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1908 
and  1909,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table  which 
gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  year  : 


Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

TOTAL 

1904 

1 

37 

15 

105 

8 

2 

168 

1905 

— 

44 

17 

120 

11 

1 

193 

1906 

— 

66 

21 

174 

16 

— 

277 

1907 

— 

31 

24 

88 

5 

2 

150 

1908 

— 

30 

6 

43 

10 

2 

91 

1909 

— 

36 

9 

32 

9 

3 

89 

1910 

— 

54 

19 

89 

7 

2 

171 

1911 

— 

38 

20 

221 

5 

3 

287 

1912 

— 

38 

10 

156 

9 

2 

215 

1913 

— 

44 

9 

53 

4 

1 

111 

The  usual  method  of  dealing  with  these  cases  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  houses  have  been  visited,  enquiries  made  and 
noted  on  printed  forms,  and  instructions  as  to  isolation 
given.  Removal  to  the  Bradwell  Sanatorium  is  advised 
in  all  cases,  and  insisted  on  where  sufficient  isolation  is 
impracticable  at  home.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
premises  is  inspected,  and  any  defects  found  remedied. 

Every  infected  house  is  disinfected,  either  on 
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removal  of  the  case,  or  at  the  expiration  of  the  period 
of  infection  as  certified  bv  the  Medical  Practitioner  in 
charge. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  throughout  the  illness 
where  the  cases  are  treated  at  home. 


BRADWELL  SANATORIUM. 

The  Bradwell  Sanatorium  which  is  situated  in  the 
Chesterton  area  of  the  District,  in  open  country,  about 
half-way  between  the  towns  of  Wolstanton  and 
Chesterton,  contains  35  beds,  of  which  17  are  available 
for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  10  for  Diph¬ 
theria,  and  8  for  Typhoid  Fever. 

It  is  controlled  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  formed  in 
1911.  The  Districts  joining  this  Board  are  Wolstanton, 
Kidsgrove,  Smallthorne  and  Audley,  and  cases  are 
received  from  all  these  Districts. 

224  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  of  which 
74  were  from  the  other  Districts  mentioned  above. 
Among  these  there  were  124  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  96 
of  Diphtheria,  and  4  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

14  deaths  occurred  in  the  Sanatorium  during  the 
year,  of  which  n  were  from  Diphtheria,  2  from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  1  from  Typhoid  Fever.  4  of  the  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  were  from  the  Audley  District,  and  1  from 
Scarlet  Fever  was  from  the  Kidsgrove  District. 

The  accommodation  of  the  Sanatorium  has  been 
sufficient  during  the  year,  except  during  the  early  part 
of  January,  when  the  Scarlet  Fever  wards  being  full, 
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arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  3  cases  from  Chester¬ 
ton  to  be  taken  in  at  the  Newcastle  Fever  Hospital. 
Owing  to  the  large  number  of  Diphtheria  cases 
admitted,  one  of  the  Typhoid  Fever  wards  had  to  be 
used  for  this  disease. 

1  he  number  of  “return”  cases  has  been  much 
improved  this  year,  only  one  having  occurred. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  generally 
inadequate  and  insanitary  state  of  the  hospital, 
mentioned  in  my  previous  reports,  but  plans  have  been 
drawn  up  for  extensive  additions  and  alterations,  which 
have  been  approved  by  the  County  Council,  and  only 
await  the  permission  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  necessary  loan,  in  order  that  the  work  may  be 
commenced. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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Isolation  Hospital— Bradwell  Sanatorium,  Chesterton.  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
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SMALL=POX. 

No  cases  of  Small-pox  have  occurred  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 

ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

4  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  of  which 

1  was  in  Wolstanton,  i  in  Silverdale  and  2  in  Chesterton. 

2  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Bradwell  Sanatorium. 

Among  these  cases  there  were  2  deaths,  giving  a 
death-rate  per  thousand  living  of  0.07. 

3  houses  were  infected. 

The  incidence  of  Typhoid  Fever  during  the  year, 
based  upon  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of 
1912,  was  0.14  per  thousand. 

For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was 
o  22,  and  for  the  County  of  Staffordshire,  0.12. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

53  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year.  The 
following  table  shows  their  distribution 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

TOTAL 

January 

_ 

13 

13 

February  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

March 

3 

— 

1 

4 

April 

— 

— 

5 

5 

May . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 

1 

1 

2 

4 

July . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

August 

— 

1 

V 

1 

September  . . 

— 

6 

— 

8 

October 

4 

3 

2 

8 

November  . . 

1 

2 

1 

3 

December  . . 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

11 

13 

29 

53 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  of  the 
total  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Chesterton,  and  of 
these  nearly  half  occurred  during  January. 

In  this  month  2  cases  occurred  at  a  farm  in  Chester- 
ton,  and  3  other  cases  could  be  traced  to  this  source. 
The  sale  of  milk  at  the  farm  was  promptly  stopped 
until  the  cases  had  been  removed  to  the  Sanatorium, 
and  the  farm  disinfected,  and  the  spread  of  the  disease 
was  thus  stopped.  No  cases  occurred  in  January  after 
the  10th  of  the  month. 

In  Wolstanton  a  case  occurred  in  October  at  a 
greengrocer’s  shop.  As  the  parents  were  unwilling  to 
have  the  child  removed,  the  shop  was  closed  until  the 
child  had  recovered. 

41  cases  (77  per  cent)  were  removed  to  hospital.  At 
the  beginning  of  January  as  the  Bradwell  Sanatorium 
was  full,  arrangements  were  made  for  3  of  the  cases  to 
be  taken  in  at  the  Newcastle  Fever  Hospital. 

44  houses  were  infected. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  this 
District  during  the  year,  but  there  were  2  deaths  at  the 
Bradwell  Sanatorium  in  cases  from  Audley  and  Kids- 
grove. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year, 
based  upon  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of 
1912,  was  1.89  per  thousand. 

For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was 

3*57* 

For  the  County  of  Staffordshire  the  rate  was  2.58. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

44  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  in  the 
District  during  the  year.  This  is  6  more  than  in  the 
two  previous  years. 


The  following  table  shows  their  distribution  : 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

TOTAL 

January 

3 

3 

6 

.  i 

February  . . 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

March 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

* 

April 

1 

2 

4 

7 

May . . 

1 

— 

3 

4 

June 

3 

1 

1 

5 

July.. 

'  '• _ 

_ 

August 

2 

*  «_ 

1 

3 

September  . . 

5 

_ 

1 

6 

~  ~  - 

October 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

November  .. 

1 

2 

‘  1 

4 

December  . . 

•  '•  •  - 

1 

■M. 

2 

1 

4 

Total 

19 

7 

18 

44 

Prom  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cases, 
have  been  distributed  more  or  less  evenly  throughout 
the  whole  year,  and  that  the  majority  have  occurred  in 
Wolstanton  and  Chesterton. 

34  cases  (77  per  cent)  were  removed  to  the  Brad  well 
Sanatorium.  1  his  is  9  per  cent  more  than  were  removed 
during  the  three  previous  years. 

Among  these  cases  there  wrere  10  deaths  giving  a 
mortality  of  22.7  per  cent  of  which  ]  were  in  Wolstanton 
6  in  Chesterton,  and  1  in  Silverdale.  The  chief  cause 
of  this  high  death-rate  is  that  the  early  symptoms  of  the 
disease  may  be  so  slight,  that  it  is  not  recognized,  and 
medical  advice  is  sought  too  late.  This  was  the  case  in 
nearly  all  the  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year. 
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There  were  in  addition  4  deaths  at  the  Bradwell 
Sanatorium  in  cases  from  outside  the  District. 

38  houses  were  infected. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council,  free  of  charge 
for  use  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  based 
upon  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1912, 
was  1.57  per  thousand. 

For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  the  rate  was 
1.39,  and  for  the  County  of  Staffordshire  1.14. 

MEASLES. 

A  few  cases  of  Measles  have  occurred  in  the  District 
during  the  year,  especially  in  Wolstanton,  but  it  has 
nowhere  assumed  epidemic  proportions. 

The  only  death  from  Measles,  was  that  of  a  child  in 
the  Chell  Union  Infirmary,  from  Chesterton. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  very  prevalent  in  all 
parts  of  the  District  throughout  the  year.  In  Knutton 
the  Infants  Schools  had  to  be  closed  in  November  from 
this  cause  as  mentioned  previously  in  this  report. 

There  were  7  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  during 
the  year,  of  which  3  were  in  Wolstanton,  3  in  Chesterton 
and  1  at  the  Chell  Union  Infirmary,  of  a  child  from 
Silverdale. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

2  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  1  in 
Wolstanton,  and  1  in  Chesterton.  Both  were  slight 
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cases,  promptly  attended  to,  did  not  need  any  special 
nursing,  and  completely  recovered. 


DIARRHEA. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  diarrhoea  during  the 
year,  of  which  7  were  in  Wolstanton,  3  in  Silverdale 
a„cl  9  in  Chesterton.  This  ,s rather  more  than  las,  year,' 
in  which  there  were  u  deaths  from  this  cause. 

12  of  these  were  boys  and  7  girls. 

13  w  eie  under  1  year  of  age  ;  3  were  1  year,  one  was 
2  years,  one  3  years  and  one  8  years  old. 

These  deaths  were  distributed  fairly  evenly  through¬ 
out  the  year,  some  occurring  every  month  with  the 

exception  of  March.  The  largest  number  m  any  one 
month  was  4  in  September. 

As  showing  the  influence  of  Sanitary  conditions  upon 
this  disease,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  only  5  of  the  19 
houses  in  which  these  deaths  occurred,  have  water- 
closets,  of  which  2  are  hand-flushed.  All  the  others  have 
fixed  or  moveable  receptacles. 

I  he  influence  of  feeding  upon  diarrhoea  has  been 
noticed  under  the  heading  of  Infant  Mortality. 

CEREBRO=SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

2  cases  (1  Male  and  1  Female)  were  notified  during 
the  year,  1  from  Silverdale,  in  March,  and  1  from 
Chesterton,  in  January  both  of  which  died. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 

There  were  59  deaths  under  this  head,  distributed 
as  follows  : — 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

9 

9 

5 

23 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

5 

4 

2 

11 

Cancer  . . 

10 

5 

10 

25 

^'.awu!UMonai 

Compared  with  last  year,  there  are  7  more  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  9  less  from  other  Tuber¬ 
culous  Diseases,  and  5  less  from  Cancer. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS  I9S2 

57  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  of  which 
9  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis  were  notified  from  Cheddleton 
Asylum. 


Their  distribution  is  shown  by  the  following  table  : 


Wolstanton 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

16 

14 

11 

41 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

6 

3 

7 

16 

Total  . . 

22 

17 

18 

57 

Among  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  there 
were  21  Males  and  20  Females. 

Among  the  cases  of  other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
there  were  8  Males  and  8  Females. 
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These  cases  have  been  visited,  and  particulars 
relating  to  them  entered  on  printed  forms. 

Leaflets  are  distributed  at  each  house,  containing 
precautions  to  be  observed  by  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Among  these  there  have  been  io  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  6  from  other  Tuberculous 
Diseases,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  24.3,  and  37  5  per 
cent,  respectively. 

All  of  the  others  are  under  observation.  6  are 
better  and  have  gone  back  to  work,  or  to  school.  9  come 
under  Sanatorium  Benefit,  and  are  receiving  domiciliary 
treatment.  Of  these  4  were  sent  during  the  year  by  the 
Staffordshire  Insurance  Committee  to  Moxley  Sanator¬ 
ium,  for  varying  periods,  in  no  case  exceeding  2  months, 
and  2  of  these  are  now  working.  A  shelter  was  also 
provided  by  the  same  authority  for  1  case  in  Chesterton. 
The  others  are  all  receiving  treatment  either  at  home 
or  at  the  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary. 

Of  the  cases  remaining  from  last  year  9  have  died, 
9  are  better  and  have  gone  back  to  work,  2  have  left  the 
District,  and  the  remainder  are  still  under  treatment. 

The  total  number  of  cases  at  present  under  observa¬ 
tion  is  48.  1  hese  cases  are  visited  on  an  average  about 

three  times  a  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary 

I  uberculosis  during  the  year  was  23,  including  10  among 
those  notified  this  year,  9  among  those  notified  last 
year,  and  4  not  notified,  giving  a  death-rate  per 
thousand  of  0.806. 

The  deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  were 

II  in  number  of  which  5  were  not  notified,  giving  a 
death-rate  per  thousand  of  o  38. 
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The  total  death  rate  for  the  year  from  Tuberculosis 
was  i.ig  per  thousand.  This  is  slightly  less  than  last 
year  in  which  it  was  1.28. 

13  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year  after 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year,  based  upon  the  estimated  population  to  the 
middle  of  1912  was  1.46  per  thousand  and  of  other 
Tuberculous  Diseases  0.57. 

The  rate  for  England,  (excluding  London)  during 
the  same  period  was  2.32  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  1. 1 1  for  other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

The  rate  for  London  was  5.01  for  Pulmonary  1  uber- 
culosis,  and  1.55  for  other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

The  District  has  been  thoroughly  and  systematically 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  altogether  over  5,000 
visits  have  been  made,  including  special  visits  to  Cow¬ 
sheds,  Slaughter-houses  and  Workshops  as  enumerated 

below. 

868  nuisances  and  defects  have  been  found  as 
enumerated  on  the  accompaaying  table,  most  of  which 
have  been  remedied. 

95  new  connections  have  been  made  to  the  main 
sewers,  and  245$  of  tiew  drainage  pipes  have  been 

laid  during  the  year,  viz., 
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1944  yards  of  4  inch  pipes. 

467  „  6 
38  „  9 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  District  is 
the  same  as  last  year,  viz.  :  19  slaughter  houses  and  1 
knacker’s  yard,  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Wolstanton  ...  8 

Silverdale  ...  5 

Chesterton  ...  7 

382  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  during  the 
year. 

6  defects  were  found,  and  have  been  remedied,  viz., 

3  accumulations  of  manure 
3  required  lime- wash  mg. 

543  lbs.  of  beef,  unfit  for  human  food  was  surrend¬ 
ered  and  destroyed. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

I  here  are  at  present  on  the  Register,  55  cowkeepers, 
40  of  which  have  dairies,  and  12  milksellers  who  do  not 
keep  cows.  These  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Wolstanton  15  cowkeepers  and  7  milksellers. 

Silverdale  20  „  c 

Chesterton  20 

138  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  during  the 
year. 

The  following  defects  were  found  : — 

1  Dairy  with  defective  roof.  This  has  been  remedied 
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i  Dairy  with  no  through  ventilation.  This  is  in 
hand  and  a  new  dairy  is  going  to  be  built. 

9  Cowsheds  with  dirty  walls  and  floors,  all  of  which 
have  been  remedied. 

i  Cowshed  with  choked  and  broken  drains.  In  this 
case,  entirely  new  drains  have  been  laid. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  work  has 
been  done  in  the  cowsheds  during  the  year, 

A  cowshed  in  Queen  Street,  W olstanton ,  has  had  a 
new  floor  laid  with  blue  bricks  set  on  edge,  and  grouted 
in  with  cement,  and  been  lighted  and  ventilated  with 
hopper  shaped  windows. 

Pitgreen  Farm,  Wolstanton.  New  floors  have  been 
laid  with  blue  bricks  set  on  edge  and  grouted  in  with 
cement,  and  all  new  drains  laid. 

Water  Mill  Farm ,  Silverdale.  Two  cowsheds  have 
been  entirely  stripped  inside,  with  the  exception  of  the 
lofts,  and  remodelled.  New  floors  have  been  laid,  with 
blue  bricks  set  on  edge,  and  grouted  in  with  cement, 
and  the  cowsheds  lighted  and  ventilated  with  crossed 
hopper  shaped  windows. 

Grubbers  Ash  Farm,  Silverdale.  Two  cowsheds  have 
been  improved  at  this  farm.  No.  i  cowrshed  has  been 
stripped  and  remodelled,  the  loft  taken  out,  new  floors 
laid,  and  lighted  and  ventilated  with  crossed  hopper 
shaped  windows.  No.  2  Cowshed. — The  inside  of  this 
cowshed,  in  which  formally  the  cows  stood  back  to  back 
has  been  stripped,  and  the  cowshed  enlarged  to  hold  15 
cows  in  one  row.  The  loft  has  been  raised  4  feet  6  ins. 
new  floors  have  been  laid,  and  the  cowshed  has  been 
lighted  and  ventilated  by  crossed  hopper  shaped 
windows.  Entirely  new  drains  have  been  laid  to  both 
cowsheds. 
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Moreton  House  Farm ,  Wolstanton.  Work  is  at  present 
proceeding  at  this  farm,  and  will  be  reported  on  next 
year. 

Red  House  Farm ,  Wolstanton.  The  owners  have 
decided  to  close  this  Farm  House  and  buildings,  and 
after  March  25th,  1914,  these  premises  will  not  be  used 
as  cowsheds. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

_ • _ 

• 

The  water  supply  to  the  District  by  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  Potteries  Waterworks  Company  has  been  good, 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

A  few  outlying  houses,  30  in  number,  are  not 
supplied  from  this  source  ;  of  these  19  have  only  slop 
water,  and  1 1  have  wells. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance 
Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  1913, 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Wolstanton. 


Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

abated  after 
notice  by 

Inspections  <x 
Observations 

made. 

Defects 

found. 

Informal  by 

Inspector. 

Formal  by 

Authority. 

Inspector. 

i 

Authority. 

Foul  Conditions 

16 

16 

16 

— 

16 

— 

Dwelling-houses 

Structural  Defects 

101 

101 

81 

20 

81 

— 

and  ■{ 

Schools, 

Overcrowding 

5 

5 

5 

— 

2 

— 

Unfit  for  Habitation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-house 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

— 

.  , — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  . . 

138 

31 

25 

6 

25 

2 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

59 

6 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Slaughter-houses  . . 

351 

6 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

3864 

443 

422 

21 

410 

14 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

10 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Water  Closets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

124 

29 

29 

— 

29 

— 

Defective  Traps  j 

House  Drainage 

—No  Disconnection  l 

450 

221 

209 

12 

209 

— 

Other  faults  ) 

Water  Supply 

•  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigsties  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

62 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Totals 

5180 

868 

809 

59 

794 

16 

Unwholesome  Pood— 543  lbs.  of  Beef  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ..  6 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  . .  . .  98 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

W.  SIMCOCK ,  Sanitary  Inspector . 


March  i6th,  1914. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


The  total  number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  at 
present  on  the  Register  is  98.  These  include  6  Factories 
and  9|  Workshops. 

The  Factories  are  : 

2  Laundries 
1  Earthenware  Woiks 
1  Cotton  Factory 
1  Bone  Works 

1  Mineral  Water  Works 

The  Workshops  include  : 

23  Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
21  Bake-houses 
15  Joiners  and  Builders 
4  Cabinet  Makers 
7  Blacksmiths  and  Wheelwrights 

2  Saddlers 

13  Boot  Repairers 

3  Tailors 

1  Metal  Caster 
1  Engraver 
1  Tinsmith 

1  Manufacturer  of  post  cards. 

14  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Factories  and  79  to 
the  Workshops. 

3  defects  were  found,  viz., 

1  Dirty  workshop 
1  Defective  roof 
1  Insanitary  privy. 

All  of  these  have  been  remedied. 
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The  following  defects  in  Factories,  Workshops,  etc., 
were  notified  during  the  year  by  H.  M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  : — 

1.  — Three  sanitary  conveniences  insufficiently  light¬ 
ed  and  ventilated,  and  not  provided  with  proper  fasten¬ 
ings,  at  the  Pottery  Works. 

2. — Bake-house  in  an  uncleanly  state,  and  drain 
gully  inside. 

3.  — Part  of  one  bake-house  not  limewashed,  and 
coal  kept  inside. 

4 — Ceiling  of  a  bakehouse  not  lime  washed. 

5.  — Walls  and  ceiling  of  a  work-room  in  an  un¬ 
cleanly  state. 

6.  — Privy  at  a  workshop  in  an  uncleanly  state. 

7.  — Insufficient  privy  accommodation  at  two  brick¬ 
yards. 

8.  — No  privy  accommodation  at  two  mine  banks. 

All  of  these  defects  have  been  remedied. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  District  is  carried  out  by 
the  division  of  the  District  into  sections  among  con¬ 
tractors.  Many  complaints  as  usual,  have  been  received, 
in  most  cases  I  am  sorry  to  say,  well  founded. 

This  year  however,  your  Council  resolved  to  try 
the  effect  of  working  the  scavenging  themselves  and  a 
beginning  has  been  made  by  taking  over  the  Chester¬ 
ton  district  at  the  end  of  the  March  quarter.  The 
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following  report  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector— Mr.  W. 
Si  incock,  sho  ws  the  result  of  the  working  of  the  scheme  : 

“  Since  March  25th,  when  the  Council  took  over 
the  scavenging  themselves  in  this  District,  I  can  say 
with  confidence  that  it  has  never  been  so  well  looked 
after  in  this  respect,  as  it  is  to-day,  as  the  following 
figures  will  show.  During  the  year  1911,  3864  loads  of 
refuse  were  removed  at  a  cost  of  £370  under  contract. 
During  the  nine  months  work  under  the  Council  3523 
loads  have  been  removed  at  a  cost  of  £347  14s  6d,  or 
only  341  loads  less  for  the  nine  months  working  under 
the  Council,  against  twelve  months  work  under 
contract.  This  will  at  once  show  that  no  accumulations 
are  allowed.  The  cost  will  be  about  £100  per  year 
more  than  by  letting  out  the  work  by  contract,  but  the 
results  obtained  will  be  well  worth  the  extra  cost.’ 

It  is  at  any  rate  a  fact  that  no  complaints  have 
been  received  from  Chesterton  since  the  system  has 
been  adopted 

The  number  of  loads  of  night-soil  and  ashes 
removed  during  the  year,  and  the  cost  per  load  a.e  as 
follows  :  — 

Wolstanton  ...  5315  loads  at  £650,  or  2/5!  per  load. 

Silverdale  ...  5381  ,,  £459*  >»  u 

Chesterton  (9  months)  3523  ,,  £347>  -  I/IIi  >> 

These  figures  show  that  during  the  year  the  scav¬ 

enging  of  Chesterton  has  been  done  for  less  per  load 
than  the  average  for  the  other  two  portions  of  the 
District,  still  let  out  by  contract. 

/  ASH  =  PITS  AND  PRIVIES. 

During  the  year  416  privies  have  been  converted 
into  water  closets. 
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It  is  proposed  to  effect  the  conversion  of  privies  into 
water-closets  throughout  the  District  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  with  this  view,  portions  of  the  District  are  to  be 
taken  in  hand  each  year.  This  year  the  May  Bank 
portion  of  the  Wolstanton  District  has  been  undertaken, 
and  of  the  above  mentioned  conversions  150  have  been 
at  this  place.  The  Council  pay  £1  towards  the  cost  of 
each  conversion,  except  in  cases  where  such  conversion 
is  the  result  of  an  existing  nuisance.  I  he  following 
figures  show  the  increased  work  that  has  been  done  in 
this  direction  since  1909  : 

In  1909,  25  privies  were  converted  into  waterclosets. 

1910,  40  ,,  »  ” 

19 1 1 ,  128  ,,  »  ” 

1912,  130  ,,  „  ” 

1913,  416 

No  privy  cesspools  have  been  converted  into  earth¬ 
enware  pans  during  the  year. 

For  the  last  three  years,  no  new  houses  have  been 
put  up  without  water-closets  and  moveable  ash-bins. 


NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  PRIVIES  IN  DISTRICT. 


Wolstan. 

Silverdale 

Chesterton 

Total 

Water  closets  with  flushing  tanks 

1132 

152 

140 

1424 

Hand  flushed  water  closets 

324 

91 

31 

446 

Slop  water  closets  . . 

292 

31 

32 

355 

Rochdale  Pans 

62 

315 

116 

499 

Earthenware  vessels 

656 

496 

714 

1866 

Cesspools 

368 

490 

353 

1211 

Totals 

2834 

1575 

1386 

5795 

\ 
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During  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  against 
two  property  owners  for  the  non-abatement  of  privy 
nuisances.  In  one  case  the  owner  was  fined  £2  16s.  od. 
including  costs,  and  in  the  other  case  the  owner  was 
fined  10/6  and  costs. 

ASH-PITS  :  174  galvanized  iron  ash-bins  have 
been  provided  in  place  of  84  ash-pits.  19  ash-bins  have 
been  renewed. 

The  number  of  ash-pits  and  ash-bins  in  the  District 
is  as  follows  : 

Wolstanton  Ash-bins  1076  Ash-pits  1365 
Silverdalo  189  697 

Chesterton  97  909 


Total  1362 


2971 


It  is  very  desirable  that  this  large  number  of  ash 
pits  should  be  reduced  as  soon  as  possible  by  replacing 
them  with  ash  bins. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  District  is  sewered  throughout,  and  the  sewage 
is  disposed  of  at  four  centres  as  follows  :  — 

1. — The  sewage  of  Wolstanton,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Basford  District,  Longbridge  Hayes  and  Porthill, 
together  with  that  of  Chesterton,  is  carried  to  the 
Holditch  Farm,  Chesterton,  where  it  is  disposed  of  by 
broad  irrigation. 

2.  — The  sewage  from  Silverdale  and  Knutton  is 
disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation  at  the  Mill  Bank  Farm, 
Silverdale,  partly  on  land  to  which  it  gravitates,  and 
partly  on  higher  land  to  which  it  has  to  be  pumped. 

3. — The  sewage  of  the  small  area  of  Cross  Heath 


49 


gravitates  to  a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  it  is 
disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation. 

4. — New  works  (inaugurated  in  September,  1 Q 1 1 ) 
have  been  erected  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the 
Basford,  Porthill  and  Longbridge  Hayes  portions  of  the 
Wolstanton  District  by  means  of  bacteria  beds. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Hines  has  been  appointed  as  manager  of 
all  the  sewage  works  of  the  district  under  the  supervision 
of  the  surveyor. 

The  following  particulars  of  work  done  in  the 
district  during  the  year  have  been  furnished  by  the 
surveyor, — Mr.  W.  F.  Slater. 

Holditch.  A  sludge  bed  with  an  area  of  204 
square  yards,  and  another  with  an  area  of  3°  squaie 
vards  have  been  constructed. 

A  rough  filter  bed  has  been  constructed  to  deal  with 
the  storm  water.  This  is  53  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  filled 
with  2 ’  6”  of  clinker  and  is  under  drained. 

A  settling  tank,  for  the  low  level  outfall  sewer  from 
Dunkirk,  has  been  formed.  This  is  180  feet  x  18  feet  x 
1’  6"  and  has  a  capacity  of  18000  gallons.  1400  lineal 
yards  of  old  deep  carriers  have  been  filled  up  with  ashes, 
and  smaller  grips  cut  where  required. 

The  main  effluent  pipes  have  been  connected  to  one 
large  pipe,  and  built  into  a  brick  wall. 

Mill  Bank.  2  effluent  pipes  have  been  connected 
to  pipes  and  built  into  a  wall. 
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Tenders  have  been  obtained  for  the  new  storm  and 
foul  sewers  required,  (as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report) 
and  that  of  Mr.  Heath,  Contractor,  Basford,  for  £3,450 
has  been  accepted.  1'he  Local  Government  Board  have 
sanctioned  a  loan. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


March  16th ,  1914. 


W.  E.  L.  HORNER. 


